[Sudden death from acute pulmonary thromboembolism].
Acute pulmonary thromboembolism has been a common illness even in Japan and gets increased social as well as medical attention, especially during postoperative period. A current problem associated with mortality in this disease is a high incidence of sudden death. Effective ways of reducing unexpected death are to educate medical staffs about risk factors and triggers of this disease and to institute a comprehensive institutional policy of primary prophylaxis in patients at risk. Since it will be inappropriate to assume that the results of western studies are fully applicable to the clinical situation in Japan, future task in this disease is collection of Japanese own evidences.